Religious…but Lost

Good morning Seekers!  This morning’s message may be one of the most important messages that we have yet delivered at Seekers over the past few months.  Most people are totally confused about what criteria is necessary for a human being to enter Heaven when they die; and unfortunately, what the far greatest majority believe, is absolutely incorrect.  There are some issues in life that we can be incorrect about, and it will not have that big of an impact on us; BUT being wrong on this one, will not just embarrass you, or cause you to eat a little crow for a while with your friends.  It will ruin you for eternity; and deliver you into the flames of Hell, with no hope of getting it right…EVER.

2 Timothy 3

1But mark this: There will be terrible times in the last days. 2People will be lovers of themselves, lovers of money, boastful, proud, abusive, disobedient to their parents, ungrateful, unholy, 3without love, unforgiving, slanderous, without self-control, brutal, not lovers of the good, 4treacherous, rash, conceited, lovers of pleasure rather than lovers of God— 5having a form of godliness but denying its power. Have nothing to do with such people.
6They are the kind who worm their way into homes and gain control over gullible women, who are loaded down with sins and are swayed by all kinds of evil desires, 7always learning but never able to come to a knowledge of the truth. 8Just as Jannes and Jambres opposed Moses, so also these teachers oppose the truth. They are men of depraved minds, who, as far as the faith is concerned, are rejected. 9But they will not get very far because, as in the case of those men, their folly will be clear to everyone.
10You, however, know all about my teaching, my way of life, my purpose, faith, patience, love, endurance, 11persecutions, sufferings—what kinds of things happened to me in Antioch, Iconium and Lystra, the persecutions I endured. Yet the Lord rescued me from all of them. 12In fact, everyone who wants to live a godly life in Christ Jesus will be persecuted, 13while evildoers and impostors will go from bad to worse, deceiving and being deceived.
 14But as for you, continue in what you have learned and have become convinced of, because you know those from whom you learned it, 15and how from infancy you have known the Holy Scriptures, which are able to make you wise for salvation through faith in Christ Jesus. 16All Scripture is God-breathed and is useful for teaching, rebuking, correcting and training in righteousness, 17so that the servant of Goda may be thoroughly equipped for every good work.

Verse 5: Every person who attends a church, or religious organization of some sort, is exhibiting a ‘FORM’ of Godliness.  In other words, they feel within themselves that just by being present within that religious institution will somehow make them Holy, and somehow please God the Father.

Having a Form of godliness {morphosis} mor’-fo-sis… outline; semblance.  Websters on semblance: An outward, or token appearance; a representation; the barest trace; the state of being somewhat like something, but not truly, or fully the same thing.

This is a perfect definition of the majority of religion, as we know it.  It is a copy of the real thing, but not really, even close to what God requires for entrance into Heaven.

There are some other key phrases that you may want to highlight, or underline, in this section of Scripture.  They are also very important points.

Verse 7: Always learning, but always coming up short of the real Truth
Truth {aletheia} al-ay’-thi-a… not merely truth as spoken; truth of idea, reality, sincerity, truth in the moral sphere, divine truth revealed to man, straightforwardness; true to fact, and synonymous with reality, and as the opposite of illusion.
Verse 8: The false teachers of these ungodly principles  have DEPRAVED minds
Depraved {kataphtheiro} kat-af-thi’-ro… destroyed; corrupted; properly…corrupted all the way down; brought to a lower, inferior form
Verse 13: Imposters, going from bad to worse  Imposters {goes} go’-ace… conjurer; crafty deceiver; juggler; sorcerer; by extension… a shameless cheat pretending to use supernatural power; a cheap imposter, looking for self-gain; a fraud who “sounds off” like a whining enchanter, using their verbal spells, and incantations to give the false impression they can do miracles.
Deceiving, and being deceived {planao} plan-ah’-o… lead astray; cause to wander; properly…to get off course; to deviate from the correct path
We get the word planet from this Greek word….referring to a “wandering body”
Verse 15: Here is the key to getting back to the solid Heavenly Truth that will get a person into Heaven.  Salvation through Jesus Christ {soteria} so-tay-ree’-ah… to rescue; deliver; God’s rescue which delivers believers out of destruction, and into safety
Here is a message that the Lord brought to some in Israel, in a city on the Jordan River, who was still “having church”, but doing it “their way”.  He told them exactly what He felt about their “church services”.  I can assure you that His message would be exactly the same to the greatest majority of religious gatherings today, worldwide.

Isaiah 1

10Hear the word of the Lord, you rulers of Sodom; listen to the instruction of our God, you people of Gomorrah!
11“The multitude of your sacrifices— what are they to me?” says the Lord. “I have more than enough of burnt offerings,
of rams and the fat of fattened animals; I have no pleasure
in the blood of bulls and lambs and goats.
12When you come to appear before me, who has asked this of you, this trampling of my courts?
13Stop bringing meaningless offerings! Your incense is detestable to me. New Moons, Sabbaths and convocations—
I cannot bear your worthless assemblies.
14Your New Moon feasts and your appointed festivals I hate with all my being. They have become a burden to me;
I am weary of bearing them. 15When you spread out your hands in prayer, I hide my eyes from you; even when you offer many prayers, I am not listening.
Your hands are full of blood!16Wash and make yourselves clean.
Take your evil deeds out of my sight; stop doing wrong.
17Learn to do right; seek justice. Defend the oppressed.a Take up the cause of the fatherless; plead the case of the widow.
18“Come now, let us settle the matter,” says the Lord.
“Though your sins are like scarlet, they shall be as white as snow; though they are red as crimson, they shall be like wool.
19If you are willing and obedient, you will eat the good things of the land; 20but if you resist and rebel, you will be devoured by the sword.”

God is describing vain religion, even though they were offering what they thought was worship to the Lord.  It made Him sick.  In verse 17, He tried to give them direction, as to what He was looking for; but to no avail.  They still wanted to “have church” their way….go through the motions, make an appearance, put in their religious time, and go back to their Godless lives, riddled with sin.
Here is a simple, straight-forward Truth….RELIGIOUS PEOPLE DO NOT GO TO HEAVEN!!!!

There are currently 9900 different religions worldwide, with 2 new ones being created every day; and with multiple denominations within many of these religions. 
So.. [Q]Who knows how many varieties of untruth are out there? (Tens of thousands, for sure)

In reality, there are only two different denominations… Sheep and goats; Saved and Unsaved; Lost and Found; Believers, who are true followers of Christ, and unbelievers who choose not to follow.

The Apostle Paul was furious with those who would try to deceive, and lead people astray from the PURE Gospel, and the ONLY means of true salvation; and was totally disappointed in those who would allow themselves to be seduced away.

2 Corinthians 11

1I hope you will put up with me in a little foolishness. Yes, please put up with me! 2I am jealous for you with a godly jealousy. I promised you to one husband, to Christ, so that I might present you as a pure virgin to him. 3But I am afraid that just as Eve was deceived by the serpent’s cunning, your minds may somehow be led astray from your sincere and pure devotion to Christ. 4For if someone comes to you and preaches a Jesus other than the Jesus we preached, or if you receive a different spirit from the Spirit you received, or a different gospel from the one you accepted, you put up with it easily enough.

Paul gives us three categories that those deceivers, who have created alternate forms of worship, use to woo away… a different Jesus; a different spirit; and a different Gospel.

Let’s see if we can put each into perspective for you…

Different Jesus- [Q] How could there be a different Jesus? Wasn’t there only one? (Yes…there was only one TRUE Jesus, in whom God was well pleased)   BUT…there are thousands of false Jesus’s, who come in various forms.  The REAL Jesus said this…

John 14
6Jesus answered, “I am the way and the truth and the life. No one comes to the Father except through me.
No other Jesus (or to be clear false messiah) will be accepted as a means to entering Heaven.  Listen to what Jesus warned His Disciples of…

Matthew 24

4Jesus answered: “Watch out that no one deceives you. 5For many will come in my name, claiming, ‘I am the Messiah,’ and will deceive many.

The Messiah… [Q] What does that term Messiah mean? {Christos} khris-tos’… Annointed One; Christ.  Only the Christ (or Deliverer) designated by God will be accepted….NONE other. 

Matthew 3

16As soon as Jesus was baptized, he went up out of the water. At that moment heaven was opened, and he saw the Spirit of God descending like a dove and alighting on him. 17And a voice from heaven said, “This is my Son, whom I love; with him I am well pleased.”

God knew who His Son was.  He made it clear to everyone.  Jesus is your, and my, ONLY hope of making Heaven.  Any other Jesus “substitute”, who we choose to follow after, will earn us a “one way, and eternal ticket” into the Burning Lake of Fire.

Let’s take just a few moments, and I will tell you who ISN’T His Son; and regardless of what they tell you, are NOT the means into Heaven.  Here is a short list…

Buddha; Hare Krishna; Allah; Sun Myung Moon; and Pope Francis are all just a few, whose names you will readily recognize.  They are all leaders of false religions, who offer alternative means of entering Heaven, other than the acceptance of Jesus Christ, as personal Lord, and Savior; which results in the immediate super-natural transformation of the individual involved. They lead millions, offering alternative means of gaining acceptance with God.  The great Apostle Paul said this…

1 Timothy 2

1I urge, then, first of all, that petitions, prayers, intercession and thanksgiving be made for all people— 2for kings and all those in authority, that we may live peaceful and quiet lives in all godliness and holiness. 3This is good, and pleases God our Savior, 4who wants all people to be saved and to come to a knowledge of the truth. 5For there is one God and one mediator between God and mankind, the man Christ Jesus, 6who gave himself as a ransom for all people.

The folks I have mentioned above are considered, by those who have been taken in by their false teachings, and religious systems, to be the means of attaining eternal life.  This is horrifying, and hideous.  It is murder of the grandest degree; far beyond 1st Degree murder, or manslaughter…the murder of an eternal soul.

There was only one Jesus; and there will never be another.  Not only is there only one Jesus; there is also only one Gospel.  [Q] Do you remember what we read earlier, in the Book of 2 Corinthians, Chapter 11? (Paul stated that there are those out there peddling a different Jesus, and a DIFFERENT GOSPEL)

Listen to Paul preaching to the Galatian church…

Galatians 1

1Paul, an apostle—sent not from men nor by a man, but by Jesus Christ and God the Father, who raised him from the dead— 2and all the brothers and sistersa with me,
To the churches in Galatia:
3Grace and peace to you from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ, 4who gave himself for our sins to rescue us from the present evil age, according to the will of our God and Father, 5to whom be glory for ever and ever. Amen.
6I am astonished that you are so quickly deserting the one who called you to live in the grace of Christ and are turning to a different gospel— 7which is really no gospel at all. Evidently some people are throwing you into confusion and are trying to pervert the gospel of Christ. 8But even if we or an angel from heaven should preach a gospel other than the one we preached to you, let them be under God’s curse! 9As we have already said, so now I say again: If anybody is preaching to you a gospel other than what you accepted, let them be under God’s curse!
10Am I now trying to win the approval of human beings, or of God? Or am I trying to please people? If I were still trying to please people, I would not be a servant of Christ.
11I want you to know, brothers and sisters, that the gospel I preached is not of human origin. 12I did not receive it from any man, nor was I taught it; rather, I received it by revelation from Jesus Christ.

Gospel {euaggelion} yoo-ang-ghel’-ee-on… God’s good news

[Q] What is that Good News? (It is spelled out plainly in a very familiar verse to most)

 John 3

16For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever believes in him shall not perish but have eternal life. 17For God did not send his Son into the world to condemn the world, but to save the world through him.
 
This is not only Good News…it is incredibly great news; and refreshing news, and spiritually rehabilitating news!  It is astounding news, and extremely grace-filled news!

Regardless of how evil any of us have been, there is HOPE!  Jesus’ (the One and Only Jesus) willingly gave up His life on a Roman cross, so that we may live.  It does not take any religious ceremony, or approval from some supposedly Christian false leader, or adherence to their false Gospel alternatives; but just a serious, heartfelt, and genuine admittance of our sinfulness, true repentance, and willingness to turn from it, ONE ON ONE, with THE Jesus…the ONLY Jesus…and, the ONLY means of salvation.

Religion, of any sort, will kill you.  Only belief in THE Messiah, Jesus Christ, and a resulting repentant life, can save you.  Your membership in ANY religious organization is not worth the powder to blow it up.  It will not be of one bit of use when you stand before THE Jesus of Nazareth, at the Great White Throne of Judgment.

You can wave it at Him, and demand He honor it, or attempt to impress Him, by explaining that you made the sacrifice to travel to Mecca, or Rome; and that the Imam, or Pope touched you, and blessed you.  He will not be impressed.

Fasting during Ramadon, or partaking of the Roman Catholic mass, or even somehow becoming a member of a Baptist Church, will not get you into Heaven.  Religion kills!

Let’s read right above this famous verse in John 3, which we just went over, and listen to what THE Jesus told one of the most religious men of His day…

John 3

1Now there was a Pharisee, a man named Nicodemus who was a member of the Jewish ruling council. 2He came to Jesus at night and said, “Rabbi, we know that you are a teacher who has come from God. For no one could perform the signs you are doing if God were not with him.”
3Jesus replied, “Very truly I tell you, no one can see the kingdom of God unless they are born again.a ”
4“How can someone be born when they are old?” Nicodemus asked. “Surely they cannot enter a second time into their mother’s womb to be born!”
5Jesus answered, “Very truly I tell you, no one can enter the kingdom of God unless they are born of water and the Spirit. 6Flesh gives birth to flesh, but the Spiritb gives birth to spirit. 7You should not be surprised at my saying, ‘Youc must be born again.’ 8The wind blows wherever it pleases. You hear its sound, but you cannot tell where it comes from or where it is going. So it is with everyone born of the Spirit.”d
9“How can this be?” Nicodemus asked.
10“You are Israel’s teacher,” said Jesus, “and do you not understand these things? 11Very truly I tell you, we speak of what we know, and we testify to what we have seen, but still you people do not accept our testimony. 12I have spoken to you of earthly things and you do not believe; how then will you believe if I speak of heavenly things? 13No one has ever gone into heaven except the one who came from heaven—the Son of Man.e 14Just as Moses lifted up the snake in the wilderness, so the Son of Man must be lifted up,f 15that everyone who believes may have eternal life in him.”

This famous religious Jew of his day, had not one clue, as to what was the means of entering Heaven.  He was brain-dead to Gospel Truth.  He was brainwashed with the religion of the Old Testament.  God the Father had changed the rules of the game; and it was this simple… Either a person is BORN AGAIN, or they will be omitted from Heaven.

He made these same warnings to Nicodemus’s religious counterparts earlier…

John 8

31To the Jews who had believed him, Jesus said, “If you hold to my teaching, you are really my disciples. 32Then you will know the truth, and the truth will set you free.”
33They answered him, “We are Abraham’s descendants and have never been slaves of anyone. How can you say that we shall be set free?”
34Jesus replied, “Very truly I tell you, everyone who sins is a slave to sin. 35Now a slave has no permanent place in the family, but a son belongs to it forever. 36So if the Son sets you free, you will be free indeed. 37I know that you are Abraham’s descendants. Yet you are looking for a way to kill me, because you have no room for my word. 38I am telling you what I have seen in the Father’s presence, and you are doing what you have heard from your father.b ”
39“Abraham is our father,” they answered.
“If you were Abraham’s children,” said Jesus, “then you wouldc do what Abraham did. 40As it is, you are looking for a way to kill me, a man who has told you the truth that I heard from God. Abraham did not do such things. 41You are doing the works of your own father.”
“We are not illegitimate children,” they protested. “The only Father we have is God himself.”
42Jesus said to them, “If God were your Father, you would love me, for I have come here from God. I have not come on my own; God sent me. 43Why is my language not clear to you? Because you are unable to hear what I say. 44You belong to your father, the devil, and you want to carry out your father’s desires. He was a murderer from the beginning, not holding to the truth, for there is no truth in him. When he lies, he speaks his native language, for he is a liar and the father of lies. 45Yet because I tell the truth, you do not believe me! 46Can any of you prove me guilty of sin? If I am telling the truth, why don’t you believe me? 47Whoever belongs to God hears what God says. The reason you do not hear is that you do not belong to God.”

You and I, who are true Believers, if we are not ashamed, or afraid, to be vocal about our Faith, are running head-long into these same scenarios, every day.  I speak to religious people everyday who do not have the slightest clue as to what they need to personally do to inherit eternal life, and entrance into God’s Kingdom. 

They are just as stubborn as these self-righteous Jews, who eventually helped God fulfill prophecy, by demanding the murder of THE Jesus.  Their Gospel was not Jesus’ Gospel.  Their gospel was one of the past, and no longer relevant; but they weren’t budging.

The 3rd thing that Paul had warned the Corinthian Church to be careful that they did not partake of was “a different spirit”.  There are only two…the Holy Spirit of Christ, and the unholy spirit of the Evil One.  As you can see, in what we just read, Jesus was quite plain in warning them that they were following after their true father, the Devil, and his evil spirit…all the while, religious service, after religious service, they claimed to be following God.

Let’s look at one last scenario, in which once again, THE Jesus, the ONLY Jesus, and the ONLY final Judge, lays out for us to understand.  This is a sneak peek into the agony that these religious leaders, and followers of them, will experience at the end of their life.

Matthew 7

13“Enter through the narrow gate. For wide is the gate and broad is the road that leads to destruction, and many enter through it. 14But small is the gate and narrow the road that leads to life, and only a few find it.
True and False Prophets
15“Watch out for false prophets. They come to you in sheep’s clothing, but inwardly they are ferocious wolves. 16By their fruit you will recognize them. Do people pick grapes from thornbushes, or figs from thistles? 17Likewise, every good tree bears good fruit, but a bad tree bears bad fruit. 18A good tree cannot bear bad fruit, and a bad tree cannot bear good fruit. 19Every tree that does not bear good fruit is cut down and thrown into the fire. 20Thus, by their fruit you will recognize them.
True and False Disciples
21“Not everyone who says to me, ‘Lord, Lord,’ will enter the kingdom of heaven, but only the one who does the will of my Father who is in heaven. 22Many will say to me on that day, ‘Lord, Lord, did we not prophesy in your name and in your name drive out demons and in your name perform many miracles?’ 23Then I will tell them plainly, ‘I never knew you. Away from me, you evildoers!’
The Wise and Foolish Builders
24“Therefore everyone who hears these words of mine and puts them into practice is like a wise man who built his house on the rock. 25The rain came down, the streams rose, and the winds blew and beat against that house; yet it did not fall, because it had its foundation on the rock. 26But everyone who hears these words of mine and does not put them into practice is like a foolish man who built his house on sand. 27The rain came down, the streams rose, and the winds blew and beat against that house, and it fell with a great crash.”
28When Jesus had finished saying these things, the crowds were amazed at his teaching, 29because he taught as one who had authority, and not as their teachers of the law.

Our goal at Seekers this morning, is to warn you that being a member of ANY religious organization is not sufficient to gain you entry into Heaven; and that your only hope of gaining entrance will come through crying out to God, right now, in heart-felt, and genuine repentance.

You cannot join our membership at Seekers…we have none.  Either you are a member of Christ’s Church universal, or you aren’t.  That is between you and THE Jesus. 

This is the problem with religion today.  The greatest majority of it, is nothing more than a man-made smokescreen, authored by Satan himself, and driving unsuspecting, and foolishly trusting followers, by the droves into the Eternal Lake of Fire.  Just because their names are on the role of some religious organization, or have been at some time in the past, they feel they are safe.

The words of Jesus, which He shared with us in Verse 23, to these who have been duped by Satan, and his religious emissaries, will ring in their ears for all of eternity, and the horror of their impact will never end…”Away from me, you evildoers!”

You do not want to be one of the trillions, upon trillions, of religious human beings who will someday be forced to hear these final words.  If you have not ever accepted Jesus Christ as your personal Lord and Savior, you MUST do it today.  We, at Seekers, implore you…DON’T WAIT!!  Your eternity is at stake!
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